CHAPTER X
FOREIGN TRADE
THE evidence for foreign trade in the Anglo-Saxon era is
extremely fragmentary: but there are indications to show
that some commercial intercourse existed between England
and the Continent. Our oldest commercial treaty dates
from the eighth century. It is embodied in the famous
letter written by the Emperor Charlemagne in 796 to Offa,
King of Mercia, promising protection to the English mer-
chants who visited his dominions; " Concerning the pilgrims
who for the love of God and the salvation of their souls
desire to visit the precincts of the Apostles, we have granted
as of old that they may journey in peace, free from all dis-
turbance, taking with them what they need. But we have
discovered in their midst traders who pass themselves off
as pilgrims, pursuing gain and not serving religion; if these
are found among them, they must pay the fixed tolls in the
regular places. You have also written to us about your
merchants. We would have them enjoy our protection
and defence within our realm as we have ordained, according
to the ancient custom in commerce, and if in any place they
are distressed by unjust oppression let them appeal to us or
our judges, and we will order justice to be done to them.
Show like favour to our merchants, and if they suffer wrong
within your realm let them appeal to your justice, so that
disturbance may nowhere arise between us" l. This letter
was intended to place the trading relations between the
Empire and England on a sound and friendly footing. Not
1 The Latin text is printed in Bibliotheca Rerum Gcrmanicarum (ed.
Jaffe), vi. 286 seq.   Charlemagne wrote as' King of the Franks'.
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